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Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1258
 
Main Petitioner: John Dow, on behalf of the TODAY (Together Overcoming 
Discrimination Against You and Me) Group 
  
Subject: Fairer funding framework for the voluntary sector 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to introduce a fairer 
funding framework for all local, regional and national charities and 
organisations which support individuals with mental health issues and new 
guidance on the best value and procurement of support services.   
 
Background 
This petition deals with the same subject matter as PE1231, submitted on 
behalf of STUC, SCVO, Unite, UNISON and Community Care Providers 
Scotland, which sought support for the voluntary sector through the 
agreement of a national framework for public sector contracts based on a pact 
agreed between these organisations in 2007.  PE1231 was considered by the 
Public Petitions Committee on 17 March 2009. 
 
The pact contained the following main elements: 
 

• A commitment by public sector purchasers to fund wages and 
conditions of employment for front line service workers in third sector 
providers at the same level as comparable workers in the public sector 

• Minimum five year contracts for third sector providers 
• An agreement between public sector purchasers and third sector 

providers on the appropriate use of competitive tendering 
• Training of public sector commissioners 
• The Scottish Government should issue guidance on the ‘Public 

Contracts (Scotland) Regulations 2006’ 
• The Scottish Government should issue Best Value Guidance balancing 

cost against the effectiveness and quality of service provision 
• That the above elements should be incorporated in a ‘National 

Framework for Public Service Contracts’ 
 
Scottish Government Action 
In June 2008, the Scottish Government launched an action plan for the Third 
Sector1.  The action plan contains a number of objectives including the 

                                            
1 Scottish Government (2008) ‘Enterprising Third Sector: Action Plan 2008-2011’: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/06/19085003/9

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1258.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1231.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/petitions/or-09/pu09-0501.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/06/19085003/9


 

objective of ‘opening markets to an enterprising third sector’.  In relation to this 
objective the action plan states (p.6): 
 

“We will help open all markets for the third sector, within public, private 
and social sectors.  We will assist the third sector to develop the skills 
needed to access markets effectively, whilst also working with the 
public sector to ensure that the third sector are given the opportunity to 
bid for contracts. 

  
In order to make public sector markets more accessible to the third 
sector, we will develop a network of third sector champions of senior 
officials and elected members who will ensure that the benefits of 
working with the sector are recognised through all levels of their 
organisation”. 

 
The Scottish Government summarised their position in relation to PE1231 as 
follows: 
 

“The Scottish Government is committed to providing high quality public 
services and recognises, and is encouraging, the role of the third sector 
in delivering services.  We are working with a range of partners in the 
public sector to ensure that guidance on length of contract (taking into 
account the needs of the service users) and the use of competitive 
tendering is widely distributed and understood.  This includes the 
Scottish Procurement Policy note on advertising and competition on 
Social Care Procurement issued in August 2008.  The Scottish 
Government will continue to work with partners in public and third 
sectors to ensure that procurement of services takes into account the 
needs of the service users and the need to deliver high quality 
services” (Personal Communication with the Scottish Government, 2 
December 2008). 

 
Scottish Parliament Action 
In response to PE1231, the Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek 
responses to the issues raised in the petition from the Scottish Government, 
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities, a selection of local authorities, NHS 
Boards and the Association of Directors of Social Work.  The Committee 
subsequently referred the petition to the Local Government and Communities 
Committee which is due to consider its approach to PE1231 on 27 May 2009. 
 
Stephen Herbert 
Senior Research Specialist 
18 May 2009 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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